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DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
A Quality Council 
 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the held on Monday 23rd January 2017 at 7.30pm in the 
Committee Room, the Old School House, Main Road, Danbury 
 
Present:  Cllrs:  Mrs A Chapman (Chairman, ex-officio), Mrs B Hallett (Vice Chairman),  
                          S Berlyn (ex officio), C Baker, A Keeler, J Steele, P Sutton.   
 
In attendance:  Mrs H Mayes, Assistant Clerk 
 Mr G Chapman, Footpath Officer 
 
72  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Carlin who was attending a 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting.   
 
73  Declarations of Interest 
All Members were reminded that they must disclose any pecuniary or non-pecuniary 
interests they know they might have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and 
that they must do so at this point on the agenda or as soon as they became aware of 
the interest.  They were reminded that they would need to repeat their declaration at the 
appropriate point in the meeting and leave the room if the interest was a pecuniary one.  
They were also obliged to notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28 days of 
the meeting, if they had not previously notified her about it.  Unforeseen interests must 
be declared similarly at the appropriate time.  
 
There were no interests declared.   
 
74  Public Questions (Time limited to 15 minutes) 
No members of the public wished to speak.   
 
75  Minutes of the Environment Committee 
RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting held on 21st November 2016 be approved 
and signed as a correct record.   
 
76  Footpaths  
76.1  Footpath Officer Reports 
There was one issue reported by the Footpath Officer and subsequently reported to 
ECC (reference number 2500199).   
Footpath 15: Refer to the Danbury Parish Footpath Map section 2F. From 'The Ridge' 
towards the junction with FP12 a section of FP15 has become extremely water logged.  
The section is on a slope with the surrounding ground muddy making it very slippery 
and somewhat hazardous underfoot.  The barrier to the right of the path is a plain 
wooden fence. The barrier to the left is an open wire fence with barbed wire along the 
top edge.  I found the section today extremely wet and treacherous.  Should anyone slip 
on this section the barbed wire could easily cause injury.  Suggest that consideration is 
given to having the barbed wire removed.  There is a stream nearby which may be 
contributing towards the water logging.   
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The Footpath Officer explained the issue further.  He believed the land (woodland area) 
to the left was privately owned and the owner would need to be asked to remove the 
barbed wire.  The ground in this area was always wet which might need further 
investigation.  The Assistant Clerk would add this to the list for the new PRoW Officer to 
update on.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
76.2  ECC Public Rights of Way Officer 
Danbury now had a part time PRoW Officer working three days a week and covering a 
number of villages.  The current issues had been forwarded to him for an update.  He 
had advised that he had a lot to catch up on but would update when he had been able 
to look at the jobs outstanding.  He had also requested that the Assistant Clerk email 
him when footpath issues were reported via the online tool.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.   
 
76.3  Footpath 17 
The Highways Liaison Officer had given the following update.   
At the end of 2016 the PRoW Inspector for Danbury was completing ease of use 
surveys on the PRoW network and they were then going to deal with this request.  The 
PRoW Inspector has been asked for an update.  
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
76.4  Improvement of route from Danbury Common to Danbury Park  
The National Trust had confirmed that they were happy for the Parish Council to pursue 
the creation of a PRoW on their land to improve the footpath network as per Cllr 
Steele’s map.  The Assistant Clerk had contacted ECC to find out how to proceed with 
this and they had advised that they were not looking to adopt new public rights of way at 
the current time.  It was recommended by ECC that the NT create a formal permissive 
path instead.  The Footpath Officer had walked the path and taken some photos.  There 
was no entirely safe place to cross Woodhill Road to access the Lakes.  Members 
discussed the most appropriate crossing points that also linked with nearby footpaths.   
 
Members agreed that the Assistant Clerk should contact the National Trust to see if they 
would consider making a permissive path at this location with suitable signs.  It already 
appeared to be a reasonably clear footpath but it was not on the ordinance survey map.  
The Parish Council could then pursue it as a PRoW at a later date.   
 
Cllr Keeler advised that there were only 10 years to create any new public rights of way 
so this should be taken into consideration.  He also noted there was another footpath in 
the vicinity that was obstructed but not a PRoW.  He was concerned that the path would 
be lost but would raise this issue at a future meeting.   
RESOLVED:  that the Assistant Clerk contacted the National Trust to see if they would 
agree to a permissive path.   
 
76.5  Footpath maps 
The cheapest leaflet dispensers were available to purchase at a cost of £3.60 each (up 
to 9 items) plus delivery charge of £9.99.  The National Trust were happy for the Parish 
Council to fit dispensers in their car park (at no cost to them).  A volunteer would be 
required to top them up.  There was already a dispenser at Danbury Lakes and the 
Ranger had taken a box of leaflets for this during 2016.  Cllr Steele had seven potential 
locations where the dispensers could be fitted.  It was agreed that it would be useful to 
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purchase some additional dispensers as spares.  This reduced the cost to £3.24 each if 
10 were ordered (total cost of £32.40 plus £9.99 delivery).  The issue of installation and 
topping up of the dispensers was raised.  Volunteers would be required to carry out both 
jobs (The Groundsman could fit the ones at the Parish Council Car Parks).  Cllr Steele 
proposed that 10 leaflet dispensers were purchased at a cost of £32.40 plus £9.99 
delivery.  This was seconded by Cllr Baker.  This was agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that 10 leaflet dispensers were purchased at a cost of £32.40 plus £9.99 
delivery 
 
77  Buses 
77.1  Bus Transportation 
The next meetings were still to be confirmed and were likely to be in spring 2017.  
Notification had been received that the 31 and 36 services would have a revised 
timetable from 8th January 2017.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
77.2  Bus Shelters 
The Clerk had noted that the wooden seat in the shelter at Eves Corner (adjacent to 
Dawson Field) required some repainting.  The Assistant Clerk would need to check the 
other wooden bus shelter seats to see if they also required any work.  Members agreed 
that quotes should be obtained for someone to carry out the repainting of the wooden 
seats in the bus shelters where required.  The Assistant Clerk would obtain quotes for 
this work.   
RESOLVED:  that quotes were obtains for repainting of the wooden bus shelter seats 
where required.    
 
78  Highway Matters  
78.1  Entrance/Exit from the Library onto Main Road 
The photographs and letters had been sent to the Co-op’s Board of Directors.  No 
response had been received as yet.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
78.2  Bollards/Yellow Lines at the junction of The Avenue & Maldon Road 
There were no further updates.  This has been chased with the Traffic Regulation 
Section.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
78.3  Flooding 
The Clerk, Cllr Berlyn and Cllr Steele had attended a meeting with ECC regarding a 
potential grant for Riffhams Lane/Mildmays to alleviate flooding.  ECC would be 
attending the next Parish Council meeting to speak about this initiative and what the 
Parish Council would be required to do.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
78.4  Bus Stop, The Avenue  
Emails had been copied to the Parish Council between a resident and County Cllr 
Spence regarding the bus stop and overcrowding on the pavement by school children 
getting on the bus.  Cllr Berlyn advised that the Essex Police Road Safety Team could 
be requested to visit the area and do a risk assessment.  The children appeared to be 
from a variety of schools.  This was a common issue with many school buses and a 
difficult issue to resolve.  The Committee noted that there had been five accidents on 
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the A414 outside the Medical Centre in the last three months.  Cllr Berlyn suggested it 
might be useful to invite the police to attend a future meeting to talk about various 
issues in Danbury regarding traffic, accident statistics and prevention, speeding and 
crime.   
RESOLVED:  that 
a) the Assistant Clerk requested that the Essex Police Road Safety Team were 
informed of the issue at the bus stop.   
b) that a representative from Essex Police was requested to attend a future meeting to 
talk about various policing issues in Danbury.   
 
78.5  St Johns School Parking 
Emails from residents regarding parking at St Johns School and the responses from the 
Assistant Clerk were circulated.  Councillors felt that this would also be useful to forward 
to Essex Police Road Safety Team.  This was a long standing issue, occurring for two 
short periods twice a day, which would be difficult to resolve.  Vehicles were often 
parked along Little Baddow Road, on a bend, without any gaps for vehicles to pull into 
during peak times.  The same issues were occurred at Well Lane.  The Parish Council 
had already requested double yellow lines along Little Baddow Road which had been 
refused.   
RESOLVED:  that the issues at St Johns School were reported to the Essex Police 
Road Safety Team.   
 
78.6  Speeding traffic A414 
An email from a resident concerned about speeding traffic on the A414 was circulated 
along with the Assistant Clerk’s response.  The resident had included a suggestion of a 
Vehicle Activated Sign.  Traffic calming was not an option on the A414 as it is a Priority 
1 road.  The Parish Council maintained a policy to lobby for a new Maldon/Langford to 
Hatfield Peverel link to the A12 which could allow the current A414 to be downgraded 
and therefore allow traffic calming measures through Danbury.   
 
Some Members felt that a 30mph VAS sign would be useful on the A414 at the 
Chelmsford end of the village.  This would have to be funded by the Parish Council and 
would cost in the region of £10,000.  There would also be maintenance costs to take 
into account.  The Parish Council did not have the budget to fund a VAS.  It would have 
to be requested from the LHP who had already declined a request for one in Bicknacre 
Road.  The LHP could conduct a speed check to determine if it met their criteria.  There 
was already a VAS close to the Tesco Garage and a speed camera at the Maldon end 
of the village.   
 
The local Speed Watch Group had only three volunteers at present.  It had been difficult 
to recruit volunteers as the Police weren’t scheduling the required training.  The 
Assistant Clerk would see if there was any updated information on training for 
volunteers.  This issue could also be discussed if a Police Representative attended a 
Parish Meeting (Speed Watch Group to be notified).  This item would remain on the 
agenda for the next meeting.     
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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78.7 Highways matters (reported items) 
The items below had been reported and updates requested.  Issues had been removed from the list where they had not met ECC 
criteria at present and would be monitored.   
 
Location Issue Reported 

to 
Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Footpath Reports:       

St Cleres Way Concrete posts are 
leaning over causing a 
hazard 

ECC 23/05/2014 2330013 / 
2429631 

9/1/17 awaiting update from new PRoW Officer.  21/6/16  still 
being investigated. 28/10/15 to be inspected. further photos sent - 
new ref 2429631. 14/09/15 The Assistant Clerk would take 
photographs and send again.  Posts were leaning further over.  
11/9/15 rang ECC have asked for Prow to contact with update. 
25/8/15 more information req. 6/8/15 owner disputing ownership of 
posts. 15/5/15 no prow officer for Danbury yet.  Still waiting for 
updates.  10/2/15 Owner has been contacted in regard to removal 
of posts.  26/06/14 ECC to contact owner to request removal. 
23/05/14 to be visited and assessed.   

St Cleres Way area near footpath 17 is 
uneven (near to steps) 

ECC 26/05/2015 2403638 9/1/17 awaiting update from new PRoW Officer. 19/12/16 initial 
assessment carried out, awaiting more information. 21/6/16 still 
being investigated. 12/11/15 rang highways still awaiting inspection 
- email sent to highways.  11/9/15 still to be inspected - chased 
with ECC. 26/5/15 to be inspected.  reported by resident.  

Footpath 52 Overgrown vegetation ECC 26/08/2016 2478588 9/1/17 awaiting update from new PRoW Officer. reported by 
resident 

Other Highway Issues:      

Ludgores 
Lane/Sporhams 
Lane 

Drainage issue ECC 13/06/2016 2468999 Next road check due Dec 16. Resident has been dealing with ECC 
regarding the road (Sporhams Lane) which has sunk.  ECC have 
confirmed that work will be carried out but no date as yet.  JS 
chasing.   
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Location Issue Reported 
to 

Date first 
reported 

Reference 
No 

Outcome 

Footpath 25 Blocked ditch Southern 
end of Ludgores 
Lane/junc with Pump 
Lane 

ECC 08/07/2016 2475675 17/1/17 Update from JS:  ECC have sent me a copy of the Title 
deeds and plan for supposedly adjoining property without 
commentary. The Title plan is dated 1987 based on a 1966 OS 
map.  My interpretation of this plan is different to what was mooted 
at the meeting in December and, currently, I am researching and 
composing a reply. 12/12/16 ECC say it is NT responsibility but not 
NT land on map.  ECC to check relevant documents to determine 
responsibility.  17/11/16 inspection now carried out. 21/10/16 to be 
inspected.   

Penny Royal 
Road/Bicknacre 
Road 

No drainage ECC 08/07/2016 2475569 17/1/17 Update from JS: ECC have consulted locally with NT who 
have not objected to channel(s) being dug to drain the road into 
the Common but have referred ECC to higher management. "Rural 
England" (Natural England?) have to be consulted to ensure no 
rare plants will be adversely affected. Some work on trying to stop 
water from the Armoury car park draining into the top of Horne 
Row has been done. 12/12/16 JS met with ECC on site to discuss 
options for reducing water flow down Horne Row.  ECC will be 
approaching NT to agree channels off the road opposite Armory 
car park.  JS Chasing. 23/8/16 ECC shows enquiry as concluded. 
reported by JS and requested for a cut off drain to be installed.  

Bicknacre Road 
south before 
junc with 
Common 

sign flattened ECC 20/12/2016 2498267 17/1/17 repair still outstanding.  reported by JS and inspected by 
ECC same day - has been passed to engineering team for 
attention.   

Belvedere 
Road 

Pothole ECC 05/10/2016 2488375 23/1/17 Has been inspected NFA.  reported by CB.   

RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
 



 

39 
 

79  Chelmsford Local Highways Panel (LHP) 
79.1  Minutes  
The minutes from the last meeting held on 14th December were not yet available.  The 
next meeting was due to be held in March.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
79.2  Terms of Reference/Parish Representation 
The LHP Terms of Reference and correspondence with the EALC were circulated.  A 
new LHP Request Form had been launched which can now be completed online.  
Members noted that the Terms of Reference stated that the local LHP could invite 
Parish Councils to observe meetings.  It was suggested that the Parish Council writes 
to the LHP to ask for representation on the panel (as per page 3 of the Terms of 
Reference).  This was agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that the parish representation is requested on the Chelmsford LHP.   
 
80 Local Highways Panel Requests - Schemes currently submitted to the LHP 
Updates had been received from the LHP Liaison Officer at ECC following the 
December meeting and are below in italics:   
80.1  Footway between Overshot Bridge and Poplar Farm, Bicknacre Road 
Our Scheme Validation team have advised that they did find some evidence of a 
tarmac surface on the verge, though there was also considerable encroachment of 
vegetation.  There was also evidence that horses had used the verge. They did note 
that there were some differences in level on the verge.  The recommendation is to 
undertake a feasibility study into a footway/walkable verge, though a surfaced footway 
could cost in the region of £100,000.  As part of the study it is also to feed into any 
design process it is recommended that a video survey is undertaken to determine who 
is using the existing verge. The feasibility, with video survey has an estimated cost of 
£3,000 and has been added to the Chelmsford City LHP Potential Schemes List for 
their consideration at their March 2017 meeting.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
80.2  One Way System to exit The Heights 
A feasibility study has been approved and should be completed by March 2017.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
80.3  Woodhill Road & Bicknacre Road Speed Limit Reduction to 30mph 
The data from the automatic traffic counts obtained on Woodhill Road and Bicknacre 
Road were reported back to the December 2016 Panel meeting.  The speed data 
obtained showed that there was good compliance with the existing speed limit.  
Drivers tend to drive at what the feel is an appropriate speed for the environment of a 
road. Based upon the traffic data obtained were the speed limit reduced to 30mph 
there would be poor compliance with the 30mph limit, without the introduction of 
physical measures.  Within the Essex Functional Route Hierarchy these roads would 
be classified as Priority 2 Routes, whose main function would be the distribution of 
vehicular traffic.  As a Priority 2 Route physical traffic calming options would be 
limited, additionally physical traffic calming such as build outs causes queueing and 
racing traffic increasing noise and reducing air quality.  As such the Panel did not 
support the scheme being taken forward.   
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Members were very disappointed at this outcome as speed was an issue on this road 
and that the main issue had been disregarded i.e. that the 40mph limit was too fast for 
the road.  At least one accident had occurred recently as a sign had been damaged.  
Cllr Mrs Chapman felt that a letter should be sent to the LHP expressing the 
disappointment of the Parish Council.  She would write a draft and then forward to the 
Assistant Clerk to send on.  This was agreed unanimously.   
RESOLVED:  that a letter is sent to the LHP expressing the Parish Councils 
disappointment with the decision.   
 
80.4  Parking Issues in Belvedere Close  
Cllr Ambor hoped to make a resubmission to the LHP to improve the parking situation 
and the Assistant Clerk had sent confirmation that this was originally supported by the 
Parish Council and the residents of the Close.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
80.5  New Footway Mayes Lane, Penny Royal Road, Woodhill Road 
The implementation of the footway is currently on the Chelmsford City LHP Potential 
Schemes List and at the December 2016 Panel meeting this was identified by the 
Panel as a Priority Scheme for funding in 2017/18. The Panel will be finalising their 
2017/18 scheme funding recommendations at their March 2017 Panel meeting.  
 
Cllr Berlyn advised that if funding was received in one financial year the work would 
not be scheduled until the following financial year.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
81  Quarries 
81.1  St Clere’s Hall:  The road had recently been muddy again on the road heading 
towards Chelmsford.  The Assistant Clerk would report this to the Quarry Liaison 
Officer to check.  
RESOLVED:  that the mud on the road be reported to the Quarry Liaison Officer.   
 
81.2  Royal Oak Quarry:  The Quarry Liaison had advised that water visible at the 
quarry from the A414 had now been removed.  Danbury Aggregates had submitted a 
request to temporarily close Footpath 5 (in Woodham Mortimer parish).   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
81.3  Sandon Quarry:  See minute 84 
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
82 Living Landscapes 
Cllr Mrs Hallett advised there had been no meetings held since Novembers 
Committee.  She would be attending the next one on the 7th February 2017 and felt 
that it was worthwhile for Danbury to maintain representation and keep updated.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
83  Project Danbury 
A Project Danbury meeting was being held on Monday 30th January.  The group would 
be pleased to have some new members as numbers had dwindled.  There were a few 
new projects to discuss.  The Assistant Clerk would send a copy of the agenda to all 
Councillors.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
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84  ECC & Southend on Sea Borough Council Joint Replacement Waste Local 
Plan – Modifications Consultation 
Members did not wish to make any comments on this consultation.  A substantial 
increase was noted at the Sandon Quarry from 30,000 tonnes of inert waste to 
400,000.   
RESOLVED:  that the information be noted.  
 
85 Speed Stickers  
A resident had suggested that the Parish Council obtain speed stickers for wheelie 
bins similar to those in Bicknacre.  The Assistant Clerk had checked with Planning 
Enforcement who would not have an issue with these if they were placed on wheelie 
bins and not on permanent display.  The different images available were circulated.  It 
was important that the correct speed limit was shown for the area if this type of sticker 
was selected.  Members discussed this option and it was felt that it would not be a 
good use of Parish Council resources and might encourage residents to leave wheelie 
bins outside their properties for longer.  It could also be a distraction for road users 
and the stickers were not long lasting.  Residents could purchase these directly to use 
if they wished.  It was unanimously agreed not to purchase any speed stickers.  
RESOLVED:  that the Parish Council did not purchase any speed stickers for wheelie 
bins.   
 
86  Matters for Report (for information only) 
Cllr Berlyn advised that the Community Initiatives Fund would open from the 1st April 
for new projects.  Previously the fund had been for capital items but new funding 
would be available for revenue costs.  There might be an opportunity to apply for items 
such as litter pickers, installing posts etc.  It would need to be a project with benefits to 
the community.  The funding was still subject to ratification by ECC.  The Assistant 
Clerk would forward further information when available.   
 
87  Dates of Meetings for 2017 
13th March, 15th May, 10th July, 2nd October, 4th December.   
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.18pm.   

 

 

 

Cllr Mrs April Chapman  

Chairman 

 

………………………………..       …………………………… 

Signed          Date 


